





Gearoid Sarla was the 3vd Sar( of Desmond who (ived==&

o the 14th Gentury. over 600 years ago. %/// |
Jhere are many tales told about him, perhaps the most

famous of these being the "Jale of the Lost Castle of

Lough Gur"

4 believed that the Gar( was a sovceror who practicesy /\/p
magic. One of his favoyrite ways (o spend his time w L‘\ //
(rning himsel(f into anima(s: bivds. sevpents. wolves and— //

many other creatures you coyldn t even imagine. 4"
One particular day. he turned himse(f into a magnificent
rquen with beautiful black feathers. However when he
tried to veturn to his human form, he found that he could
//)7 / of. Jt seemed as though he would remain q raven for the /))Y
/}////’w of his days unti( his mother. the enchantress Quenit=—-\l/

/\\\\\«’ ine, agreed to change him hack. s mméhmen(fw
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duch foolishness. she banished him and his castle to the 7
bottom of the (ake where they remain to this day.
However once every seven years Yearvoid is able (o rise
from the (ake (o vide his white hovse upon the water ynti(
) I awn. With the rising dun. Gearoid is banished back tes ))/
/'o castle under the (ake. Jt is said his horse is shod Wighs /}
// dilver shoes and when the shoe § wear away Yearoid wr ///\
d be freed. /
Many people helieve that if you (0ok deeply into the (ake
on Christmas Soe you may dee the (ights of Gearoid s
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mé((e and heav the sound of chiming be((s and (qo(gh(e //)\y
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Fer i W(m(/‘omceo( fair fee) 6 another prominent figure
in Lough Gur’s folklore. The (ocal people helieved him to
be the King of the Faivies and to (ive in the ho(low hil( of
Kaockfenne(.
He was tall and s(ender with elegant. otherwor(dly
features and (ong. flowing hair. Fe was never seen
without his golden havp. on which he played the most
beautiful melodies. He played three types of music and
each type would effect the hearer’s fortune differently:
Jhe fivst type "Geantraighe” was happy music, the
second "Yoltraighe” was music of great sadness. the third
and final type . "Suantraighe” was said to he the sweetest
of all but was the music of 4(eep or death.
Jf a person was i((. the tradition was to take them o the
hil( of Knockfenne(( on the night of a full moon and hope
(0 hear the happy music of Fer Fi. Jf they did 0. that
was q time of joy as it meant the sick person was cured.
Jf they heard the sad music it meant they were not cured
and shou(d be taken to a doctor for treatment. Jf they
heard the 4leepp music it meant death was 4oon
&Wmachmgz as no movta( man ov woman can he(p but
fall into a trance at it s beauty but it i a 4leep from
which they wil( never wake.
Fev i is also believed to be a guardian of Lough Gur
and those avound it especially when the (ake freeges as
his magic prevents the ice from cracking. keeping those
who walk upon it safe.






Queen Aine was Queen of the fairies and a powerful enchantress.
She was kind and faiv and said to be one of the most beautifu(
women to wa(k the (and. However, if someone ever wronged her
they would find themse(ves cuvsed with tervible misfortune.
One of the most wel( known stories centred around her was "Jhe

Jale of the Golden Comb’

Many year's ago. it was a common sight to see Queen Aine.
seated by the (ake's edge at the bottom of the hi(( of Knockadoon.
combing hev haiv with a beautiful golden comb made by the fairies.
with noting (ike it ever being seen in Jreland before ov gince. On
one such occasion (Aine fell asleep curled up in a patch of (ong
qrass and wild flowers, her comb (aid bedide her. A young
Shepard boy happened upon the sleeping Aine and foolishly
decided to steal the golden comb.

When (Aine woke. she was fuvious and in her vage. she placed a
tevvible curse upon the thief. and disappeared beneath the waters
of the (ake. Jhe Shepard boy suffered greatly due to this curse.
(0ding his sweetheart, his animals, and his health. becoming very i((
indeed. 218 he (ay dying he confessed to his crime of 4tealing from
Queen (Aine and begged his pavents to veturn it (o the (ake. His
parents rushed (o the (ake shove and threw the golden comb into
the water. Within seconds Queen Aine, survounded by waves of
qgolden (ight. rose from the (ake with the comb he(d tightly in her
hand. She smiled at the boy s parents and thanked them for the
return of her comb.

Shocked to be 4poken to by the fairy Queen, they stammered out
profuse apologies to Queen (Aine on behalf of theiv son who was
(aid on his deathbed. She inclined her head and dissafppeared once
move. When they returned home, they found the curse was (ifted
and the boy began to 4lowly recover. Jhe boy was never 4o foo(ish
o steal again and Queen Aine could once again he seen combing
her hair by the waters edge.



